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In the patriotic fever of the formation of the Canadian Expeditionary Force on the declaration of WWI a
number of ‘new’ militia regiments were established to attest volunteers into the militia, a requirement made
at the beginning of the war. Some of these regiments were given regimental numbers of defunct militia
regiments. Although not part of the CEF they are included here for information on the formation of the
Canadian Expeditionary Force.  These militia regiments were the 55th Irish Canadian Rangers the 58th
(Westmount)  Rifles  Both  of  these  located  at  Montreal,  the  70th  Regiment  at  Hull  Quebec,  the  108th
Regiment raised at Berlin, Ontario, this later renamed Kitchener, and the 109th and 110th Irish Regiment
both raised in Toronto.

55th Irish Canadian Rangers

The 55th Regiment (Canadian Rangers) was authorized under General Order 144 of August 29th 1914 as
an  eight  company  regiment  of  infantry  with  headquarters  at  Montreal.  Under  General  Order  202  of
December 1914 the regiment was reorganized as a four company regiment.

58th Westmount Rifles

The 58th Regiment (Westmount Rifles) was authorized under General Order 2 of November 1914 as a four
company regiment of infantry with headquarters at Westmount P.Q. In 1917 the regiment was redesignated
the 58th Regiment and later in the war became the regimental depot for the 14th Battalion. A regimental
numbers block was assigned for the 58th Regiment C.D.F. (Canadian Defence Regiment) Military District
No.4, (3,015001 - 3,020000 this block of numbers however does not appear to have been used.) In the 1920
post  WWI reorganization  of  the  Canadian  Militia  the 58th  Regiment  was  disbanded and  immediately
reconstituted as the Royal Montreal Regiment. 

70th (Hull) Regiment

The  70th  Regiment  was  authorized  under  General  Order  7  of  August  7th  1914 as  an  eight  company
regiment of Infantry with headquarters at Hull P.Q.

108th Regiment

The 108th Regiment was authorized under General Order 21 of September 21st 1914 as an eight company
Regiment of infantry with headquarters at Berlin, Ontario, (Berlin was renamed Kitchener in 1916 in a
wave of anti German sentiment.)

109th Regiment

The 109th Regiment was authorized under General Order 201 of December 15th 1914 as an eight company
Regiment of infantry with headquarters at Toronto.

110th Irish Regiment

The 110th Irish Regiment was organized at Toronto under General Order 15 of October 15th 1914 with a
single Battalion of eight companies.  During WWI the regiment raised the 1st  Canadian Machine Gun
Battalion, the 180th (Sportsman), and the 208th (Canadian Irish) Battalions. 

Headquarters 

The CEF was formed in 1914 under the Department of Militia in Ottawa which continued to be in overall
command. After the arrival of the 1st Contingent in England a General Headquarters was established in
October  1914.  At  the  end  of  1915  after  the  arrival  of  the  2nd  Division  a  Corps  Headquarters  was
established in France. Each of these headquarters issued their own, often contradictory, orders regarding
dress this continuing throughout the war. 
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As the Minister of the Militia and the CEF in Canada Sir Sam Hughes initially went around the Department
of Militia and gave permission to favored CEF battalion commanders to adopt badges at  unit expense
without gaining approval from the Militia Council. In England after the arrival of the 1st Contingent the
British commanding general, Lieutenant-General E.A.H. Alderson gave verbal permission for the infantry
battalions to adopt cap badges at unit expense if they so desired. He also ordered the adoption of ‘C’ over
numeral collar badges for the 17 battalions of the 1st Division. In addition to the General Service Maple
leaf cap and collar badges (and CANADA shoulder titles) Militia Order No.164 of 29th March 1915, reads
‘Canadian Expeditionary Force - Clothing and Equipment. Badges- cap 1, collar, prs 1. Shoulder- Canada
prs 1, Initials sets 1, Numerals- sets 1.’ As of May 25th 1916 battalion numerals and ‘INF’ titles were
reported as available for units in Canada, England and France. 

General Officers

10-1-11-102   Cap               Bronzed metal worn over red band

10-1-11-104   Cap               Gold wire ‘bullion’ with red velvet bag worn over red band
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10-1-14-104   Epaulet              Brown OSD finish. Maker marked W. Scully. Montreal

10-1-23-104   Gorget              Wire ‘bullion’ with gilt button

Staff Officers with rank of Major and above

10-1-11-106   Cap               Bronzed metal worn over red band or red patch

Formation Patch

The formation patch was worn on red brassard on right sleeve above the elbow by General Staff officers
and Administrative Staff officers. (This was also worn by Canadian Railway Troops senior staff.)

10-1-23-104   Formation Patch        White bar on red patch worn on red brassard

Canadian Military Headquarters (UK)

Proto-type General Headquarters (UK) badges by Hicks & Son
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10-1-1-11-110   Cap            Silver overlay on bronze maple leaf. Hicks & Son London maker tab.

10-1-1-11-112   Cap            Wm. overlay on brass leaf. Not maker marked.

Other ranks

10-1-1-11-116               Cap badge of the British Norfolk Yeomanry with added ‘CANADA’ ribbon

Hosted at canadiansoldiers.com - please send feedback, corrections and other updates to the author, Chris Brooker, at
cgbrooker@aol.com



10-1-1-11-118   Cap            Gilding metal. Not maker marked

10-1-1-14-118   Title            Gilding metal. By Tiptaft. Not maker marked

Civilian staff at Headquarters Overseas Military Forces of Canada

Civilian Staff Military Forces of Canada

10-1-1-17-120   Lapel badge       White & blue enamel. Pin fastener. Maker marked J.R. Gaunt London. 

Civilian Staff Pay Office

10-1-1-17-122   Lapel badge       Mufti Canada Pay Office Civilian staff. (27mm) Marked Gaunt London

Civilian Staff Pay and Records Office

10-1-1-17-124   Lapel badge       White & blue enamel. Stud fastener. Maker marked J.R. Gaunt London. 

Corps of Military Staff Clerk

The Corps of Military Staff Clerks was established as a Corps of the Permanent Canadian Militia in 1906
with a single detachment in two sections located at Ottawa. One as the Corps of Military Staff Clerks and
the second The Staff Orderly Service. The uniform of the Corps being authorized under General Order 125
of July 1907. The Corps remained a tiny regular force unit until WWI when it was greatly expanded to
meet  the needs of both the Militia  in Canada and the CEF overseas.  After  WWI the corps was again
reduced to just 110 personnel then again expanded in WWII to meet the needs of the Canadian Army on a
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war footing.

Badges  for  the  CMSC were  authorized  under  General  Order  51  of  1908 these  being  amended  under
General Order 116 of 1908. The cost of the CMSC badges are described under  Appendix ‘D’ of Militia
Order 164 of 1st April 1912 and are listed as gilding metal cap badges at 10 cents each, (Only Permanent
Force units were provided with cap badges at Government expense), Collars at 10 cents a pair, Shoulder
titles at 10 cents each and buttons large $3 per gross and small at $2.25 per gross. The design of the badges
remained  the  same  from their  introduction  until  1946  when  the  Corps  of  Military  Staff  Clerks  were
absorbed into the RCASC. 

Effective April 15th 1912 The Staff Orderly Service was redesignated as ‘B’ Section Corps of Canadian
Staff Clerks assigned to Canadian Military Headquarters at Ottawa. General Service ‘CANADA’ maple leaf
badges being authorized under General Order 6 of 1912. (See Mazeas MS.64 for the Wolsely helmet plate).
It was not until WWII under General Order 130 of 1940 that the order was rescinded reading in part  “1.
The cap and collar badges authorized for Section ‘B’ C.M.S.C by General Order 6 of 1912 are hereby
abolished. 2. Personnel of Section ‘B’ C.M.S.C., will in future wear the cap and collar badges authorized
for the C.M.S.C. authorized for the C.M.S.C. by G.O.51 of 1908 amended by G.O. 116 (114) of 1908.” 
‘A’ Section personnel served at the Headquarters of each Military District effective April 15th 1912 ‘B’
Section served at Canadian Militia Headquarters at Ottawa. 

All post 1922 OR’s badges are struck in natural brass.

Other ranks

10-2-1-11-102   Cap            Natural gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-2-1-12-102   Collar         Natural gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-2-1-14-104   Title            Natural gilding metal. Marked & dated ‘P.W.Ellis & Co. Ltd 1914’
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10-2-1-14-106   Title            Natural gilding metal. Maker marked ‘P.W.Ellis & Co. Ltd. ’ 

Note: The distortion indicates that at least some shoulder titles were worn bent into a ‘curve’

10-2-1-14-108   Title            Gilt lacquer on gilding metal. By Caron Bros but not maker marked

In 1916 shoulder titles for the CMSC were amended under General Order 77 of 1916 by the addition of a
letter ‘A’ or ‘B’ for the two different sections. 

                                          

10-2-1-14-110   Title        Gilding metal title marked W.Scully Montreal Ltd. Letter not marked

                                         

10-2-1-14-112   Title        Gilding metal. Title and letter ‘B’ marked W.Scully Montreal Ltd. 

3

10-2-1-11-114   Cap            Pickled finish Lug fasteners Not maker marked attributed to Roden Bros

Officers

10-2-1-11-116   Cap            Brown OSD. Die cast Semi-hollow flat back. Not maker marked
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10-2-1-11-118   Cap            Silver plate. Pin fastener. Maker marked Roden Bros 1917

Under General Order 90 of 1919 the post WWI peacetime establishment of the Corps of Military Staff
Clerks was Section ‘A’ 13 Officers clerks (Lieutenants) and 110 OR’s, two officers clerks and 50 OR’s
serving  at  Military  Headquarters  at  Ottawa 1 Officer  clerk  and  the other  60 OR’s distributed in  each
Military District Headquarters. The establishment of Section ‘B’ (The Staff Orderly Service) was 1 Officer
Clerk (Lieutenant) and 50 other ranks. The officer and 28 OR’s at CMHQ in Ottawa with two OR’s in each
MD Headquarters. In 1920 this was amended under General Order 63 of 1920 eliminating all but one of the
13 officers, one in Section ‘B’. This again amended under GO.90 of 1920 ‘A’ Section Officer Clerks add 1,
Section ‘B’ Officer clerks delete 1. 

Canadian Postal Corps

The Canadian Postal Corps was raised May 3rd 1911 with 8 detachments representing most of the Military
Areas in Canada. On September 11th 1914 No.4 Postal Detachment, Canadian Postal Corps from Montreal
was ordered to Camp Valcartier to take up postal duties at Camp Valcartier. In addition one officer and 16
OR’s were selected from the NPAM to join the CEF. Of these one Officer and 8 OR’s sailed with the first
contingent in October 1914. The regimental numbers block for the 1st Divisions Canadian Postal Corps
was 35201 - 35300 these numbers not used as was a block for M.D. 2 2,663101 - 2663200. 2nd Divisional
Postal Details are listed as M.D. 5 31 - 80, and M.D. 6 81 - 90. It is probable that postal personnel were
provided by the C.A.S.C.

The initial pre WWI issues for the Canadian Postal Corps are struck in a coppery gilding metal with thin
copper wire lugs. This issue is by P.W. Ellis and not maker marked.

10-3-1-11-102   Cap            Natural gilding metal. By P.W.Ellis but not maker marked
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10-3-1-12-102   Collar         Natural gilding metal. By P.W.Ellis but not maker marked

Badges (1915- circa 1936)

Second issue gilt lacquer on gilding metal maker marked and dated P.W.Ellis & Co 1915 with flat cut sheet
copper lugs.

10-3-1-11-104   Cap            Gilt lacquer on brass. Maker marked and dated P.W.Ellis & Co 1915 
5

10-3-1-12-104   Collar         Gilt lacquer on brass.  Not maker marked

Overseas (Proto-types ?)

10-3-1-11-106   Cap            Die cut brass with copper wire lugs. Not maker marked
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10-3-1-14-108   Title            Brass. lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-3-1-14-110   Title            Die cut brass. Small brass lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Canadian Army Pay Corps

The Corps was formed as the Canadian Army Pay Corps under General Order 168 of 1906 with effect from
January 1st 1907. The establishment was set at 11 Officers and 22 other ranks. Prior to the formation of the
C.A.P.C. district paymasters belonging to the Militia Staffs formed part of the Volunteer and Service Militia
Corps. By the outbreak of WWI in August 1914 the establishment of the C.A.P.C. had been increased to 16
Officers and 44 Other ranks. A Chief Paymaster, five officers with 14 other ranks sailed for England with
the 1st Contingent in October 1914. Each CEF Battalion had a Paymaster and Pay Sergeant who were
members of the unit in which they served but did not belong to the C.A.P.C. In 1917 all Paymasters and
Pay Sergeants were transferred to the Canadian Army Pay Corps. By the war’s end almost 2000 personnel,
both military and civilian, were serving overseas with the C.A.P.C. Under General Order 2 of January 2nd
1919 the establishment of the Canadian Army Pay Corps C.E.F. in Canada was set at 245 Officers and 615
other ranks. Under General Order 90 of November 3rd 1919 the establishment of the Permanent Canadian
Army Pay Corps was set at 40 officers and 100 other ranks however only 20 officers and 70 other ranks
were appointed. Under General Order 190 of November 1st 19120 King George V granted the Canadian
Permanent Army Pay Corps the designation ‘Royal’ for their services in WWI. 

Militia Badges worn 1914 - 1917

Badges by P.W.Ellis & Co.

10-4-1-11-102   Cap             Natural gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked
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10-4-1-12-102   Collar         Natural gilding metal. E/W Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-4-1-12-104   Collar         Natural gilding metal. N/S Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-4-1-11-106   Cap             Brass. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked. Maker marked P.W.Ellis & Co 1914

Officers (attributed to Inglis)

10-4-1 11-108   Cap             Silver overlay on gilt. Fold over tang fasteners. Not maker marked

10-4-1-12-108   Collar         Silver overlay on gilt. Lug fasteners

Canadian Army Pay Corps 1917

Other ranks by Tiptaft
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10-4-1-11-110   Cap             Brown finish. Die struck. Maker marked Tiptaft B’ham

10-4-1-12-110   Collar         Brown finish. Die struck. Maker marked Tiptaft

Officers by Gaunt

10-4-1-11-112   Cap             Brown OSD. Die cast.. Maker marked J.R. Gaunt London

10-4-1-12-112   Collar         Brown OSD. Die cast.. Maker marked J.R. Gaunt London

Colour variation
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10-4-1-12-113   Collar         Red brown finish. Die cast.. Maker marked J.R. Gaunt London

10-4-1-11-114   Cap             Gilt finish. Flat back. Fold over tangs. Maker marked Gaunt London

10-4-1-12-114   Collar           Matching gilt collars not currently confirmed 

Department of the Auditor General

Prior to WWI there was only a need for a very small Pay Corps Staff by the end of WWI a staff of 1000
other ranks was working in England as well as a small staff on the Continent. The function of the Canadian
Army Pay Corps was the administration of matters relating to Pay and allowances of All Ranks. Payment of
all  debts  incurred  by  the  Canadian  Government  with  its  contractors,  with  the  British,  and  with  other
Governments and making of all payments to the troops of the Overseas Military Forces of Canada and to
their dependants. In France there was a Field Cashier for each Division and one for Corps Troops each
with a Paymasters and OR’s for clerical work. In England where the bulk of the record keeping was kept,
the Canadian Army Pay Corps Ledgers were posted during the day and these were checked by staff from
the Auditor General’s Staff each night. The Department of the Auditor General was established by Order in
Council 1614 in 1917.

Badges by J.R. Gaunt

Other ranks
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10-4-1-11-120   Cap             White metal overlay on pickled finish. ‘J.R.Gaunt London’ makers tab

10-4-1-12-120   Collar         White metal overlay on pickled finish. ‘J.R.Gaunt London’ makers tab

Officers

10-4-1-11-122   Cap             White metal overlay on brown OSD finish. Not maker marked

Canadian Chaplain Service

In October 1914 33 chaplains accompanied the 1st Contingent when it sailed from Canada, at this time
listed as “surplus to establishment”. The War Office in London thought that 11 was sufficient to accompany
the 1st Division to France and 22 were left behind to administer to the 2nd Division on its arrival from
Canada. In France the Canadian Chaplains Services was formed March 15th 1917 and was organized under
an Assistant Director of Chaplain Services, a Deputy Assistant Director of Chaplain Services, four Senior
Chaplains, one Corps Chaplain and 90 Chaplains serving the needs of the Canadian Corps. By 1917 the
number of  Chaplains  serving in  France had risen to a  total  of  280.  Church of  England (102),  Roman
Catholic (53),  Presbyterian (58),  Methodist  (33),  Baptist  (14),  Congregational  (2),  Salvation Army (4),
Russian Orthodox (1) with a further 13 undetermined (Jewish?), a further ten being added in 1918. In total
426  Chaplains  served  overseas.  It  was  not  until  October  1918 that  the  Canadian  Chaplain’s  Services
adopted the distinctively Canadian pattern cap and collar badges. 

Imperial pattern badges

General Order 231 of 1905 specifies that a Maltese cross in bronze will be worn on the collar of the Service
Dress and on the khaki cap a black mohair band. It appears the small square Imperial pattern cap badges
collars and shoulder titles were adopted by the Canadian Chaplains after their arrival in the UK A letter
written in 1917 complains of the antipathy of the Canadian Chaplains to the badges buttons or shoulder
titles so presumably these British patterns were widely worn until October 1918 when distinctly Canadian
patterns were introduced. It would appear that after the Chaplains accompanying the 1st Contingent had
sailed the Chaplains sailing with later contingents provided themselves with unauthorized pattern Badges.
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10-5-11-102   Cap        Oxidized. Flat back. Lugs or tang fasteners. Not maker marked
(This badge is widely re-struck. Genuine examples maker marked Stokes are of Australian origin)

10-5-12-102   Collar     Oxidized. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-5-14-102   Title       Oxidized. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-5-11-104   Cap         Silver. Flat back. Lugs or tang fasteners. Not maker marked

10-5-12-104   Collar      Silver. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-5-11-106   Cap         Gilt. Flat back with ‘fold over tangs or lug fasteners

10-5-12-106   Collar      Gilt. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Voided pattern

10-5-11-108   Cap         Oxidized. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-5-12-108   Collar     Oxidized. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-5-11-110   Cap         Silver. Flat back. Lugs or tang fasteners. Not maker marked

10-5-12-110   Collar      Silver. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Maltese Cross pattern

10-5-11-114   Cap         Oxidized. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-5-12-114   Collar     Oxidized. Flat back. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked
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10-5-11-116   Cap        White metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-5-12-116   Collar          White metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

‘Made up’ Canadian Chaplains cap badge (Circa 1917)

10-5-11-117   Cap                   Brass collar on Roden Bros maple leaf

Chaplain (51st Battalion ‘no overseas‘ pattern cap badge (unique) 

10-5-11-118   Cap                   White metal collar mounted on pickled finish. Not maker marked 

Badges by J.R.Gaunt & Sons 

Finely veined Maple leaf 
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10-5-11-120   Cap        Oxidized. Lug fasteners. ‘JR Gaunt’ London tab

10-5-12-120   Collar    Oxidized. Lug fasteners. ‘JR Gaunt’ London tab

10-5-11-122   Cap        Silver. Lug fasteners. ‘JR Gaunt’ London tab

10-5-12-122   Collar    Silver. Lug fasteners. ‘JR Gaunt’ London tab

10-5-11-124   Cap        Gilt. With ‘JR Gaunt’ London tab

10-5-12-124   Collar    Gilt. With ‘JR Gaunt’ London tab

Chaplain Corps epaulet patch (With Gaunt button)
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10-5-17-124   Gorget              Black mohair on melton with gilt button by Gaunt

Badges by Tiptaft 

Heavily veined Maple leaf 

10-5-11-126   Cap         Blackened gilding metal. By Tiptaft

10-5-12-126   Collar      Blackened gilding metal. Bt Tiptaft

10-5-11-128   Cap         Blackened white metal. By Tiptaft

10-5-12-128   Collar      Blackened white metal. By Tiptaft  

Canadian manufactured Chaplains Badges

Badges by Hemsley

Two different patterns were produced one with small male leaves on the arms of the cross.

10-5-11-130   Cap        Oxidized. Lug fasteners. Flat back. Not maker marked 

10-5-12-130   Collar     Oxidized. Lug fasteners. Flat back. Not maker marked 
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10-5-11-132   Cap        Silver. Lug fasteners. Flat back. Not maker marked 

10-5-12-132   Collar     Silver. Lug fasteners. Flat back. Not maker marked 

Erased maple leaves

10-5-11-134   Cap        Oxidized. Example with maple leaves erased. Lugs. Flat back. Not maker marked 

10-5-12-134   Collar     Oxidized. Lug fasteners. Flat back. Not maker marked 

10-5-11-136   Cap        Silver. Lug fasteners. Flat back. Not maker marked 

10-5-12-136   Collar     Silver. Lug fasteners. Flat back. Not maker marked 

Badges by Scully (Plain Cross)

10-5-11-138   Cap         Oxidized. Flat back. Lugs or tang fasteners. Not maker marked

10-5-12-138   Collar      Oxidized. Flat back. Only lugs currently reported. Not maker marked

10-5-11-140   Cap          Silver. Flat back. Lugs or tang fasteners. Not maker marked
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10-5-12-140   Collar      Silver Flat back. Only lugs currently reported. Not maker marked 

Jewish  Chaplains( Rabbi’s)

Thought not specifically mentioned in the literature it is likely the four Jewish Chaplains would have worn
the British pattern cap badge which consisted of a blackened Star of David without the Tudor Crown.
(Please see Kipling and King 975)

The Salvation Army

Four Salvation Army Chaplains are listed as serving in the Canadian Chaplain Service in addition to those
serving  with  in  the  Auxiliary  Services.  The  Canadian  Salvation  Army  overseas  served  in  its  British
counterpart in WWI. The Salvation Army operated Huts behind the Front Lines Canteens at the Bases and
Hostels  both  in  France  and  England.  It  is  estimated  that  in  1918 300,000  servicemen  daily  attended
Salvation  Army  establishments.  The  Salvation  Army  wore  generic  British  ‘Sally  Anne’ badges.  It  is
reported that the patterns worn in WWI had a bronzed or coppered finish. 

10-5-11-150   Cap         Gilding metal. Not maker marked. Usually found with wires for mounting.

10-5-11-152   Cap         Brown Finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked
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10-5-12-152   Collar      Brown Finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

(Also see Auxiliary Services section)

Canadian Military Police

Authorization for shoulder titles was made in the Dress Regulations of December 10th 1916. No examples 
of these titles are currently known and it undetermined if these were authorized for Canada or Overseas.

C.M.F.P. (Canadian Military Field Police) 

C.M.M.P. (Canadian Military Mounted Police)

1st Contingent

Just two officers and 18 Military Policemen sailed with the 1st Contingent on October 3rd 1914. No detail
appears  in  General  Orders  concerning  the  organization and  operation of  the  Canadian  Military  Police
overseas. Presumably two detachments were organized one serving under HQ in England and a second
under Corps HQ in France. In Canada the Military Police Corps was organized under General Order 93 of
1917.

Overseas

Badges (by currently unidentified makers)

Cap and collar badges were approved for the Canadian Military Police Corps 27th May 1918 but were
previously listed as being supplied for use in France by the Quartermaster General’s Branch.  500 sets of
cap and collar badges are listed as being provided to the Canadian Ordnance Depot at Ashford in Kent,
England by J.W. Tiptaft between April 1918 and May 1919 when 250 cap badges were still in inventory.

10-6-11-102   Cap             Brass with slide fastener
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10-6-11-104   Cap             Gilding metal with lug fasteners

10-6-11-106   Cap             Gilding metal. Cypher not voided

10-6-11-108   Cap             Brass. Not maker marked attributed to Tiptaft

10-6-12-108   Collar              Brass. Not maker marked attributed to Tiptaft

10-6-14-108   Title          Gilding metal. By Tiptaft but not maker marked. Example possibly re-lugged

Canadian Military Police Corps (Canada)

General Order 47 of April 1st 1918 reads in part ‘Organization - Canadian Military Police Corps With
reference to General Orders 93 and 94 of 1917, dealing with ‘Organization’ and ‘Location’ of Military
Police, C.E.F., for duty in Canada, the organization of Detachments into a Corps and to be designated ‘
Canadian Military Police Corps’ with an establishment as under has been authorized.’. (The total listed
being  850 personnel).
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No.1 Detachment, London, Ontario

The No.1 Detachment, London, Ontario was authorized under General Order 93-94 of October 20th 1917.
This the only detachment to adopt regimental pattern badges (These without official authorization.)

10-6-11-112   Cap             Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-6-12-112   Collar                Pickled. Not maker marked

10-6-14-112   Title          Gilding metal. Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-6-11-114   Collar          Gilt. Lug fasteners.

Other Military Police detachments

No.2 Detachment, Toronto, Ontario authorized under General Order 47 of April 1st 1918
No.3 Detachment, Kingston, Ontario authorized under General Order 47 of April 1st 1918
No.4 Detachment, Montreal Quebec authorized under General Order 47 of April 1st 1918
No.5 Detachment, Quebec City, Quebec authorized under General Order 47 of April 1st 1918
No.6 Detachment, Halifax, Nova Scotia authorized under General Order 47 of April 1st 1918
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No.7 Detachment, St. John, New Brunswick authorized under General Order 7 of January 15th 1918
Also General Order 47 of April 1st 1918
No.10 Detachment, Winnipeg, Manitoba authorized under General Order 47 of April 1st 1918
Also General Order 93-94 of October 20th 1917
No.11 Detachment, Victoria, B.C. authorized under General Order 47 of April 1st 1918
No.12 Detachment,  Regina, Saskatchewan authorized under General Order 47 of April 1st 1918
No.13 Detachment, Calgary, Alberta authorized under General Order 47 of April 1st 1918

Generic badges authorized May 27th 1918.

Other ranks

10-6-11-116   Cap             Brass. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-6-12-116   Collar          Brass. Lug fasteners (worn on the collars not the shoulder)

10-6-11-118   Cap             Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Officers
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10-6-11-120   Cap             Oxidized OSD. Not maker marked

Special Police

After  conscription  was  instituted  in  1917  ‘Special  Police’  cadres  were  formed  in  January  1918  to
supplement the Dominion Police to apprehend ‘Draft dodgers’ these most active in Quebec and British
Columbia. In June 1918 this special Force was transferred to the CMMP Corps as the Civil Branch. As
these personnel wore plain clothes the rare badges possibly being proto-types.

Badges attributed to Hemsley

10-6-11-110   Cap            Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-6-12-110   Collar         Pickled finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked     

(Non-Canadian) British Corps of Military Police

10-6-14-130   Title          Gilding metal.

Royal North West Mounted Police in WWI

The North West Mounted Police became the Royal North West Mounted  Police June 24th 1904 and by an 
Order in Council dated January 27th 1920 became the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

In May 1916 the First Canadian Corps Cavalry Regiment was formed with a Headquarters and the three
Divisional Cavalry Squadrons then serving in France (The 4th Divisional Cavalry Squadron authorized
under General Order 69 July 15th 1916, was absorbed into the Canadian Cavalry Depot in England though
not  officially  disbanded until  General  Order  207 of  November  15th 1920.)  The First  Canadian  Corps
Cavalry Regiment was redesignated the Canadian Light Horse effective March 19th 1917. 
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The Royal North West Mounted Police was finally granted permission to raise a cavalry draft in May 1918
with regimental numbers block 2,683711 - 2,685710. This Cavalry Draft enlisted 12 officers and 231 Other
ranks under command of  Inspector  (Rank of  Major)  G.L.  Jennings being joined by 495 other  recruits
(These believed to be mainly retired former members  of the RNWMP.) From these ‘A’ Squadron was
formed this sailing for England June 6th 1918 where on arrival was assigned to the Canadian Reserve
Cavalry Regiment being formed into four troops. The second troop was assigned to the 2nd Division and
the 3rd Troop to the 3rd Division. ‘A’ and ‘D’ Troops sailed for France October 18th 1918 with 6 Officers
and 154 troopers October 6th 1918 as ‘D’ Squadron Canadian Light Horse. The CEF component of the
R.N.W.M.P. was disbanded under General Order 207 of November 15th 1920.

In Canada in the autumn of 1918 six officers and 181 other ranks were recruited to serve in ‘B’ Squadron
Canadian Siberian Expeditionary Force under General Order 128 of November 1918 being disbanded under
General Order 215 of November 1920.

The Royal North West Mounted Police Squadron

The RNWMP Squadron embarked for France with 6 Officers and 154 troopers October 6th 1918.

‘A’ Troop CLH (Assigned to the 19th Dragoons, later Corps Headquarters)

21-1-14-150   Title              Gilding metal. 3 lugs. Not maker marked

‘D’ Troop Canadian Light Horse (R.N.W.M.P) 

Amalgamated with ‘A’ Troop prior to sailing for France where it was initially attached to the Canadian
Light Horse but later reassigned to Corps Headquarters where the men served as dispatch riders. 

21-3-1-14-156   Title               Oxidized. 3 lug configuration. Not maker marked.

‘B’ Troop CLH (Assigned to the 1st Hussars, 2nd Division) 

The 2nd Troop under command of Lieutenant T. Dann

21-2-14-152   Title                   Gilding metal. 3 lug configuration. Not maker marked

‘C’ Troop CLH (Assigned to the 16th Canadian Light Horse, 3rd Division)

The 3rd Troop under command of Lieutenant S.T. Wood
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21-3-1-14-154   Title             Oxidized. 3 lug configuration. Not maker marked

Canadian Siberian Expeditionary Force

Under General Order 128 of 1918 an expeditionary force was authorized for service in Siberia. The G.O.
detailing the various units to comprise the force the preamble reading ‘His Excellency the Governor in
Council has been pleased to authorize for dispatch for duty in Siberia of the following and other Corps or
Details and Detachments thereof, and such other personnel as the circumstances require for Headquarters,
Base,  Record,  Remount  and  other  like  duties:’ Commissioner  Perry  was  ordered  to  recruit  a  cavalry
squadron  to  assist  the  CSEF  six  Officers  and  181  other  ranks  embarked  for  Russia  as  ‘B’ Squadron
RNWMP serving until returning to Canada in May 1919.

‘B’ Squadron R.N.W.M.P.

Formation Patch

Badges by J.R.Gaunt

With the exception of badges marked J.R.Gaunt London (War time manufacture) all other badges are 
regular RNWMP issues.
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Other ranks

10-6-11-140   Cap             Gilding metal. Round J.R.Gaunt Montreal maker copper tab on the reverse 
15

10-6-12-140   Collar              Gilding metal with J.R.Gaunt Montreal maker copper tab on the reverse 

10-6-11-142   Cap             Blackened finish. Round J.R.Gaunt Montreal maker copper tab on the reverse 

10-6-12-144   Collar           Blackened finish. Round J.R.Gaunt Montreal maker copper tab on the reverse 
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10-6-14-146   Title          Gilding metal. Stamped ‘J.R.Gaunt Montreal’ 

10-6-14-148   Title          Gilding metal. Marked Tiptaft B’ham

10-6-14-148   Title           Gilding metal ‘RNWMP’ maker marked ‘W.Scully’

Officers 

10-6-11-150   Cap             Gold wire ‘Bullion’ with metal centre. Attributed to Inglis (Picture in B/W)

10-6-17-150   Helmet plate Gilt. Lug fasteners. Marked J.R.Gaunt 
(Not worn by the RNWMP serving in the CEF).

10-6-12-150   Collar          Gilt. Lug fasteners. Marked J.R.Gaunt London 

Badges by Hemsley

10-6-12-154   Collar              Blackened finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Cap badge attributed to R.J. Inglis Limited
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10-6-11-156   Cap             Gilding metal. Not maker marked

INSTRUCTIONAL TROOPS

The vast majority of the First Contingent were either active or former members of the Militia. In addition of
60% were British born many of these having served in the British Army. As infantry ‘wastage’ ran at 10%
per month for the duration of WWI this pool of trained soldiers was quickly used up. As the need for
reinforcements was constant most volunteers, and later conscripts, entered the armed forces with little or no
military training of any kind. It was also found practical to send the new recruits to England as soon as
possible to prevent AWOL and outright desertions. A number of specialized schools were set up in England
to train instructors for the flood of raw recruits arriving from Canada also to retrain wounded soldiers to
enable them to rejoin the Canadian Corps on the Western Front. All staff at the schools of instruction were
former soldiers who had been wounded in action.

Before 1917 there were no purely Canadian training organizations in England training was directed by the
Imperial Staff at whichever Camp the Canadian troops were located. By the spring of 1918 recruits arriving
from  Canada  went  to  a  segregation  camp  for  28  days  where  basic  training  instruction  and  physical
instruction  begun..  After  this  the  recruit  transferred  to  a  Reserve  Battalion  for  14  weeks  of  basic
infantryman training. This included Musketry, Hand-Grenade, Rifle Grenade (Mills Bomb), Bayonet, Anti-
Gas, Entrenching and Lewis Gun. Further training for selected soldiers with special aptitudes including
signaling, machine gun, engineering, engineer signals and Canadian Army Medical Corps. 

In Canada specialized schools were established training instructors at the Canadian Army Gymnastic Staff,
The Canadian Trench Warfare School,  The Canadian Infantry Instructors  Pool,  The Canadian Bayonet
Fighting, The Canadian Signaling School, The Canadian Gunnery School, The Canadian Machine Gun
School., The Canadian Engineering School and the Canadian Engineering Signaling School.

Canadian Army Gymnastic Staff

The  Canadian  Army  Gymnastic  Staff  was  a  small  cadre  of  specialists  who  provided  training  to  the
personnel to become the qualified instructors in physical training, bayonet fighting, recreational training
and remedial  gymnastics  for  the  Canadian  Army Overseas.  The school,  this  was  originally  located  at
Shorncliffe but later moved to Bordon. All instructors had previously been wounded in the field. The cap
and collar badges were worn only by the instructors at the school and not by their students, a uniform has
been noted with a collar badges also worn on the shoulder straps. A larger size badge was also worn as a
SLEEVE badge over the chevrons by sergeant instructors both at the school and by the NCO graduates.
During the course of WWI a total of 1,300 Officers and 2,966 Other ranks attended courses provided by the
Canadian Army Gymnastic Staff. 

Canadian issued title
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10-7-1-14-102   Title             Gilt lacquered gilding metal. By Caron Bros but not maker marked

UK issued title

10-7-1-14-104   Title              Brown finish. Not maker marked
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10-7-1-11-106   Cap             Gilding metal. N/S/ lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-7-1-12-106   Collar          Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-7-1-17-108   Sleeve badge  Gilding metal. Not maker marked
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10-7-1-11-110   Cap             Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-7-1-12-110   Collar          Brown OSD. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-7-1-11-112   Cap             Gilt maker marked Tiptaft

10-7-1-12-112   Collar          Gilt. N/S Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

Canadian School of Musketry

The Canadian Musketry School was established in November 1916 at Mytchett Camp located between the
two great Infantry Camps of Witley and Bramshott. This was set up to train Musketry Instructors for the
Reserve and Training Battalions of the CEF troops in England. The Canadian Musketry School was one of
a number of specialized establishments staffed by experienced sergeants who had previously been wounded
in  the  field.  The  school  at  Camp  Mytchett  was  used  to  train  Musketry  Instructors  for  the  revolver,
Hotchkiss and Lewis Gun in addition to the rifle.  Musketry Instructors were identified by arm badges
consisting of a crown over crossed rifles. The 1912 General Orders describe these as drab or gold on red
but gilding metal badges were worn during WWI. Badges were only worn by the staff at the school and
were not worn by the ‘students’. From its opening in November 1916 until it closed at the end of the war
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the tiny school staff of the Canadian Musketry School trained 2,142 Officers and 4,657 other ranks as
qualified instructors. 

Other ranks

10-8-1-11-102   Cap             Natural gilding metal. Not maker marked

10-8-1-12-102   Collar            Natural gilding metal. Not maker marked

10-8-1-14-102   Title              Natural gilding metal. Not maker marked

Officers

10-8-1-11-104   Cap             Brown OSD. Not maker marked

10-8-1-14-104   Collar           Brown OSD. Not maker marked

The Royal Military College
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The RMC was founded as the Canadian Military College June 1st 1876 at Kingston, Ontario, being granted
the prefix ‘Royal’ by Queen Victoria in 1878. Between June 1876 and November 1918 1273 Gentlemen
Cadets entered the RMC of which 982 served in the CEF. Of these 147 were killed in action or died of
wounds. Billy Bishop V.C., Canada’s most famous Air Ace of WWI was also a graduate of RMC enlisting
in the 7th Canadian Mounted Rifles prior to his transfer to the Royal Flying Corps. 

In the well known photograph of the Officers of ‘A’ Company 7th Canadian Mounted Rifles taken in the
fall of 1914 at Queen’s Park, London Ontario these wearing the exceptionally rare 7th C.M.R. pattern cap
and collars,  Billy Bishop wears the badge of the RMC as pictured below, on the khaki Service Dress.
Service Dress. 

The Royal Military College Gentleman Cadets  in WWI

10-9-1-11-102   Cap         Gilt. Large crown. N/S lug fasteners. Maker marked  W. Scully Montreal 

10-9-1-11-104   Cap         Gilding metal. Small crown. E/W ½ round copper lugs. Not maker marked  

10-9-1-11-106   Cap         Gilding metal. Small crown. Pin fastener. Maker marked  W. Scully Montreal 

10-9-1-14-106   Title        Coppered gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Maker marked Scully Montreal          

Khaki University

In both WWI and WWII before the end of hostilities on the Continent consideration was given to the large
numbers of soldiers who had given up their collage studies to join the CEF, and later CASF. To ease their
return the Khaki University was set up in England to ease their way back into academic life. A number of
campuses were set up and studies commenced for soldiers wishing to take advantage of beginning their
return to civilian life. The YMCA was closely associated with Khaki University providing both funding and
instructional staff.
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Instructors 

10-9-2-11-102   Cap        Bronzed with white metal overlay. With ‘Hicks & Son London’ makers tab

10-9-2-12-102   Collar     Bronzed with white metal overlay. With ‘Hicks & Son London’ makers tab

10-9-2-12-104   Collar     Bronzed with white metal overlay. With ‘Hicks & Son London’ makers tab

10-9-2-12-106   Collar     Red/Brown with white metal overlay. By Hicks not maker marked 

Canadian Officers Training Corps

Beginning in 1901 and pre dating the formation of the C.O.T.C. a number of engineer cadet companies
were established at some of Canada’s larger universities. These including the University of Toronto (1901)
this designated as No. 2 Field Company C.E. in 1904. At Dalhousie University at  Halifax in 1907, at
Queen’s  University  at  Kingston  this  designated  as  the  5th  Field  Company  in  1910.  In  1912 the  first
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Canadian Officers Training Corps was established at McGill University with contingents being formed at
most colleges and universities shortly after the outbreak of WWI. Many of Canada’s universities were
established  by  religious  organizations  with  which  they  remained  affiliated  until  the  unification  of  the
Canadian Armed Forces in 1968. During both World Wars all male students of Canada’s Universities were
enrolled in the C.O.T.C. 

C.O.T.C. Contingents in authorized circa WWI

All of Canada’s Universities provided volunteers to the CEF. The contingents listed below raised units for
the CEF. Other C.O.T.C. raised unit badges are illustrated in the battalion, C.A.M.C. or battery listings.

University of Alberta Contingent

In M.D. 13 the Alberta University Contingent, Canadian Officers’ Training Corps was authorized under
G.O. 202, of December 1914 reading in part “Military District No.13. - The formation of a contingent
consisting  of  1  Company  of  the  Canadian  Officers’ Training  Corps,  to  be  designated  the  “Alberta
University Contingent, Canadian Officers’ Training Corps” is authorized at Alberta University, Edmonton,
Alta.” In 1916 the University of Alberta C.O.T.C. provided a company of 250 volunteers to the 196th
(Western Universities) Battalion. 

10-9-3-11-102   Cap      Brown. Partially struck up reverse. Flat cut sheet brass lugs. Marked Jackson Bros

10-9-3-11-104   Cap      Brown. Partially struck up reverse. Slide fastener. Not maker marked

10-9-3-14-104   Title        Brown finish. Flat cut sheet brass lugs. Not maker marked

Officers
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10-9-3-11-106   Cap          Red/Brown. Flat back. N/S lugs. 

10-9-3-12-106   Collar        Red/Brown. Flat back. N/S lugs. Not maker marked

10-9-3-11-108   Cap          Silver plate. Partially struck up reverse. Maker marked Jackson Bros

10-9-3-12-108   Collar        Silver plate. (Not currently confirmed)

Please note there are high quality pressure cast copies of the cap badges. Particular attention should be
placed on the correct pattern of lug fasteners. Most copies are noted with an applied red lead finish.

Dalhousie University Contingent

Dalhousie  University.  Organized  November  2nd  1914.  4  Companies.  No.7  (Dalhousie  University)
Stationary  Hospital  was  organized  October  21st  1915  being  authorized  under  General  Order  151  of
December 22nd 1915. 

Laval University Contingent

Laval University. Organized April 15th 1913. Reorganized July 1st 1916. 2 Companies. During WWI Laval
University raised the No.6 (Laval) Canadian Stationary Hospital.

10-9-4-14-110   Title           Gilding metal. Not maker marked 

McGill University Contingent 

The McGill University Contingent Canadian Officers Training Corps was organized under General Order
211 of November 18th 1912 with two companies, this the first C.O.T.C. contingent raised. By 1917 the
McGill  Contingent  had  been  expanded to eight  companies.  A satellite  contingent  with two companies
having been formed at MacDonald College in December 15th 1914 . Another satellite company at McGill
(British Columbia) was disbanded in September 1915 when the University of British Columbia became an
independent university the COTC contingent was organized with three companies. 

McGill University provided a large number of volunteers to the Canadian Expeditionary Force in WWI. In
addition to the majority of reinforcements for the P.P.C.L.I. the faculty, students and alumni raised the No.3
Stationary Hospital, The McGill Siege Battery and the 148th Infantry Battalion; and companies for the 1st
and 2nd Canadian Tank Battalions C.M.G.C. and the Canadian Engineers.
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P.P.C.L.I. Reinforcing Drafts (McGill University)

Initially no provision was made for reinforcing the P.P.C.L.I. this serving in the British Army until the
formation of the 3rd Division in December 1915.; However in 1915 a draft of 14 officers and 499 other
ranks was provided from the 23rd, 30th and 32nd Battalions, these having sailed for England January 20th
1915 to set up a reinforcing depot of the 2nd Division prior to this arriving in the United Kingdom during
March and April 1915. After the spring of 1915 further reinforcing drafts were provided from universities
across  Canada  all  being  allocated  through  the  students  union  of  McGill  University.  No.2  University
Company with 6 officers and 264 other ranks sailing June 29th 1915, (Regimental numbers block McG 1 to
McG 800). No. 3 University Company with 4 officers and 323 other ranks sailing September 4th 1915,
(Regimental numbers block McG 801 to McG 1600, this block later ‘corrected’ to 475,751 to 476,075) and
No.4 ‘Overseas’ University Company. No information regarding the ‘monogram’ pattern cap badges. The
letters read ‘McG and ‘A’,‘B’ and ’C’ these letters may indicate the first companies provided in 1915 by the
McGill Students Union for the PPCLI. The PPCLI Drafts were issued with regimental pattern badges prior
to sailing for the UK including collar badges and metal titles. Collars or metal titles were not worn by the
regiment in France. After being reassigned to the C.E.F. December 15th 1915 the P.P.C.L.I. continued to be
reinforced by McGill  University  reinforcing  drafts.  Numbers  one,  two and three  P.P.C.L.I.  reinforcing
drafts were designated ‘University Companies’. No.4 and No. 5 as ‘Overseas’ University Company; (No 5
‘Overseas’ University Company was authorized under General Order 151 of December 15th 1915 this after
it sailed November 27th 1915 with 5 officers and 250 other ranks. (Regimental numbers block 487,451 to
487,650) In 1916 a sixth P.P.C.L.I. reinforcing draft was designated as No.6 University Infantry Company
authorized under G.O.69 of July 15th 1916. (Regimental numbers block 489,751 to 490,250). 

No.1, 2 and 3 University Companies (?)

10-9-5-11-102   Cap          Bronzed. Pin fastener. Not maker marked

10-9-5-11-104   Cap          Silver plate. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

No.4, 5 and 6 University Companies (?)

Hosted at canadiansoldiers.com - please send feedback, corrections and other updates to the author, Chris Brooker, at
cgbrooker@aol.com



10-9-5-11-106   Cap          Gilding metal. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked

10-9-5-11-108   Cap          OSD  Pin back

McGill Auxiliary Battalion

During  WWI the  large  McGill  Contingent  C.O.T.C.  was  described  as  the McGill  Auxiliary  Battalion.
During the summer months of 1916 the McGill Auxiliary Battalion offered a four month summer course in
infantry training for volunteers desirous of obtaining initial military training.

10-9-5-11-110   Cap          Brown finish. Lug fasteners. Not maker marked.

10-9-5-14-110   Title           Brass. Maker marked W. Scully

Counterfeit cap badge 

The cap badge pictured below is a counterfeits this offered for sale on the United Kingdom eBay site. Note
the lack of sharpness and blurred detail not found on the original die struck example. A brass example will
also exist.
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10-9-5-11-112   Cap          Pressure cast silver.

Queen’s University Contingent

Queen’s University Contingent was organized February 1st 1915 with 4 Companies. Faculty, students and
alumni of Queen’s University raised numerous units for service with the C. E. F.  The No. 5 (Queen’s
University)  Canadian  Stationary  Hospital,  (later  redesignated  as  No.  7  (Queen’s  University)  Canadian
General  Hospital,  the  No.  9  (Queens  University)  Canadian  Field  Ambulance  these  serving  with  the
C.A.M.C. The 253rd (Queen’s University) Infantry Battalion, and a number of  artillery batteries these
serving with the Canadian Artillery. 

Saskatchewan University Contingent 

Saskatchewan University Contingent was organized December 15th 1915 with three Companies.  Being
authorized under General Order 149 of 1915. During WWI 342 students, faculty, and staff enlisted in the
C.E.F.  of  which  67  were  killed,  100  were  wounded,  and  33  received  decorations.  In  WWI the  No.8
(University of Saskatchewan) Stationary Hospital was organized at the University of Saskatchewan.

University of Toronto Contingent

General  Order 177 of November 1914. 2nd Division. -  The formation of a contingent consisting of  9
companies of Canadian Officers’ Training Corps, to be designated the “University of Toronto Contingent”
is authorized at the University of Toronto, October 15th, 1914. As Canada’s largest university the U of T
supplied many volunteers  for  the  C.E.F.  and also provided its  grounds  and  buildings for  training and
organizing forces for the C.E.F. Both the 123rd and 228th Battalions assembled on the campus and in
January 1916 the headquarters of the Canadian branch of the Royal Flying Corps was also established
there. Some 4,113 Officers and 1,538 other ranks from the faculty, students and alumni served in the C.E.F.
of these 613 were killed in action or died while in service in WWI. 

The university supplied the staff for the No.4 Canadian General Hospital and raised the 67th Depot Battery
CFA. Also the majority of Officers of the 2nd Pioneer Battalion, established October 1915, were graduates
of the Faculty of Applied Science and Engineering. Under General Order 69 of July 1916 the No. 6 Toronto
University Company was called out on active service. (The regimental numbers block 490,751 to 491,050).
It  is  possible  that  this  amalgamated  with  the  No  6  University  Company  Military,  District  No.4,  also
authorized under G.O. 69 (Regimental numbers block 489,751 to 490,250) raised as the 6th reinforcing
draft for the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.
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10-9-6-11-102   Cap         Brown with gilt wash on shield. 

10-9-6-12-102   Collar        Brown with gilt wash on shield. 

10-9-6-11-104   Cap         Brass with gilt wash on shield. 

10-9-6-12-104   Collar        Brown with gilt wash on shield. Pin fastener. Maker marked

10-9-6-11-104   Cap           Gilt. Lug fasteners. Maker marked
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10-9-6-12-106   Collar          Gilt. N/S lug fasteners. Maker marked
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